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influence of the phloroglucine. In this solution the pieces of well 
fixed and washed material are placed. The decalcification is very 
rapid. Festal or young bones as well as those of the lower verte- 
brates are decalcified in half an hour. Older and harder bones require 
only a few hours. A 35% solution maybe used for teeth, yet it is 
rarely found necessary to use stronger than 20%. If less rapid decal- 
cification be desired the following formula may be used : 

Phloroglucine 1 part. 

Nitric acid 5 parts. 

Alcohol, 95% 70 parts. 

Distilled water 30 parts. 

When decalcified the bones are washed in running water for about 
two days. The sections stain well and do not fade. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



A Grand Honorary Prize placed at the disposal of the Boston 
Society of Natural History by the late Dr. William J. Walker " for 
such investigation or discovei - y as may seem to deserve it, provided 
such investigation or discovery shall have been made known or pub- 
lished in the United States at least one year previous to the time of 
award," has been unanimously awarded to Prof. James D. Dana. 

In recognition of the value of the scientific work of Prof. Dana and 
in testimony of the Society's high appreciation of his services to sci- 
ence the maximum sum of one thousand dollars has been awarded. 

For the annual Walker Prizes a first prize of one hundred dollars 
has been awarded to Baron Gerard de Geer, of Stockholm, for an 
essay entitled " On Pleistocene Changes of Level in Eastern North 
America," and a second prize of fifty dollars to Prof. William M. 
Davis, of Cambridge, for an essay on " The Subglacial Origin of Cer- 
tain Eskers." 

The newly organized Chicago University has called bodily the whole 
Biological Department of Clarke University. The following persons 
from Clark have already accepted positions as professors, assistants, 
fellows, etc., at Chicago : C. O. Whitman, H. H. Donaldson, F. Mall, 
F. Boas, G. Baur, S. Watase, W. M. Wheeler, E. 0. Jordan, C. L. 
Bristol, H. P. Johnson, F. R. Lillie, A. D. Mead. 

The results of the great Japanese earthquake in Gifu-ken, where 
the damage was greatest, are thus summarized : 4889 deaths, 12,311 
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persons wounded, 44,203 dwelling houses completely and 21,378 par- 
tially demolished, 23,379 damaged and 4159 burned after collapse, in 
addition to 1744 other buildings demolished or damaged. The total 
number of buildings thus affected in the ken was therefore 88,011. 

Recent Deaths. — Charles Smith Wilkinson, government geolo- 
gist, in Sydney, N. S. W., Aug. 26, 1891, aged 46 years. August von 
Pelzeln, the well-known ornithologist, in Vienna, Sept. 2, 1891. P. J. 
F. Lowrey, lepidopterologist, at Clapham Park, England, July 24, 
1891, at the age of 30 years. Dr. Max Quedenfeldt, a traveler and 
collector of Coleoptera, in Berlin, July 13, 1891, aged 40 years. 
Friedrich Wilhelm Meves, the ornithologist, in Stockholm, in April, 
1891, aged 77 years. Cesare Tapparone Canefri, the conchologist, 
August 6, 1891, at Quattordio. Dr. Edward Killias, in Chur, Switz., 
Nov. 14, 1891, aged 63 years; he was a botanist and entomologist. 
George J. Bettany, December 2, 1891, at the age of 42. He was best 
known for his labors in condensing the papers of the late W. K. 
Parker into the useful volume " Morphology of the Skull." 

Indian Literature. — The Bureau of Ethnology has just issued 
a collection of Omaha and Ponka letters collected and edited by James 
Owen Dorsey. Seventy-seven of these letters are included, each being 
given first in interlinear and then in translation. 

Another most valuable publication for the student of American 
archseology, published by the same bureau, is Dr. Cyrus Thomas' 
"Catalogue of Prehistoric Works East of the Rocky Mountains." 
This is arranged first by States and then by counties, and is compiled 
from various sources. Like any similar first catalogue there are nec- 
essarily many omissions and mistakes, but the work will be useful, not 
only as a record of what is now known, but also as a means of collect- 
ing more information and correcting errors. Notes will be thankfully 
received by Prof. Thomas. 



